






ICAR Transforming Indian Agriculture

The Hi-tech Farming

Bumper harvest under protected cultivation of tomato Arka Rakshak.

Protected cultivation of off-season 
vegetables and commercial flowers in 
high-tech green houses standardized 
and extended to farmers. 

A new avenue of agri-business with 
potential.

Technology for construction of low-
cost polyhouse developed.

Cultivation in 
ControlMuskmelon grown in polyhouse during winter: A money 

spinner

Protected cultivation of tomato in arid regions is 
key to increase water productivity and farmers’ 
income

Protected cultivation of capsicum Protected cultivation of Gerbera
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ICAR Transforming Indian AgricultureOutreach

Field day in a successful farmer’s field

Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) serve as knowledge and resources centres at 
district level. First KVK at Puducherry, 1974, a humble beginning has now 
turned into a dedicated large family of over 731 KVKs across the country, 
which strive for knowledge and technology empowerment of farmers.
ICAR Outreach programmes include Farmers FIRST, Attracting and 
Retaining Youth in Agriculture (ARYA), Cluster Frontline Demonstration 
of pulses and oilseeds, Cereal Systems Initiatives for South Asia (CSISA), 
National Innovations in Climate Resilient Agriculture (NICRA), Pulses Seed 
hubs, Mera Gaon Mera Gaurav and Awareness creation on government 
schemes, etc. 
Annually more than 15 lakh farmers/farm women, rural youth and extension 
personnel are trained and technology demonstrations are conducted on 
more than 3 lakh farmers’ field. 
High quality seeds of improved varieties and hybrid of different crops, planting 
material, bio-products, livestock, poultry eggs and fingerlings are produced 
and distributed among the farmers, a service being provided on regular basis.

Last Mile Connectivity
First KVK at Puducherry, 1974

Field day on Greengram in Kaimur district of Bihar

Pond based IFS demo unit at KVK Khowai of Tripura
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INDIAN COUNCIL OF 
AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH

ICAR, through its Plan Scheme, supports 
and enables National Agricultural Research 
and Education System (NARES) to maintain 

quality higher agricultural education through 
accreditation, periodic course updation/revision, 
attracting talented students, capacity building of 

faculty and promotion of holistic higher education.

Agricultural Universities

63 State Agricultural Universities (SAUs)

3 Central Agricultural Universities

4 Deemed Universities

4 Central Universities having Faculty of Agriculture

Agriculture College, Kanpur now CSAUA&T, Kanpur

Punjab Agricultural College, Lyallpur (now in Pakistan)

College of Agriculture, Nagpur now College of 
Dr PDKV, Akola

Imperial Agricultural Research Institute, Darbhanga, (Now Samastipur), 
Bihar (relocated to New Delhi later).

Agricultural School, Saidapet, Chennai (Relocated to Coimbatore later) now
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, Coimbatore 

Bihar Agricultural College now Bihar Agricultural University, Sabour, Bhagalpur, Bihar

Temples 
of 
Learning
With six agricultural 

education 

institutions* taking 

root in 1905 in the 

country, the small 

canopy of knowledge 

tree spread into 

one of the largest 

agricultural 

education networks 

in the world.

* Latest photographs used
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Women Power

Trained farm women in subsidiary agricultural
               operation for increasing family income

Farm women showing keen interest in
vermicompost

Feeding azolla to ducks and fishes

Use of power sprayer by farm women Use of gloves while harvesting brinjal

ICAR-Central Institute for Women in Agriculture at Bhubaneswar—an institution, 
first of its kind in Asia— exclusively devoted to gender related research in agriculture. 

Contribution at Par
Women friendly technologies and machinery to reduce drudgery of farm women. 

Special programmes to raise efficiency and equity.

Institutionalized research for farm women in different 
technology-based thematic areas.

Catalyzed farm women oriented research in many R&D institutions and 
Agricultural Universities.
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The Utilization

Waste to wealth – A win-win situtation for farmers as well as for ecosystem
ICAR developed technologies for creating wealth from agricultural waste. These technologies 

utilize various waste material generated during agricultural activities. Several of these are 
presently at various stages of commercialization.

Waste
to 

Wealth
Waste from 

agriculture, livestock, 

fisheries and other 

allied activities 

converted into 

products of economic 

importance.

Waste based 

enterprises backed 

by feasible and viable 

technologies are 

coming up across the 

country.

A humble 

contribution of ICAR 

to ‘Clean India’ 

campaign.

Capacity building

Several products from Banana

Overcoat from banana textile 
blend

Bioplastic from banana waste

Disposable eating plates
from banana sheath

Sari made from banana fibre
and blended with cotton

Banana fibre based 
handicrafts

Jewel box from banana 
sheath

Floral basket from banana 
sheath

Banana textile
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The Network

Advice on Mobile: Farmers use net-connectivity for guidance in agriculture operation – quick, easy and at negligible cost.

Disseminating Knowledge
Advisory services on mobiles with unique interactive features are being 
provided. More than 350 mobile apps developed and operationalized for 
different agricultural commodities and resource management, which are 
now unified and integrated into a single App (KISAAN 2.0) to facilitate farmers; 
theme-wise categorization helps quick identification and easy access to apps; 
developed in 11 regional languages with thousands of downloads.

Periodicals, books, handbooks, bulletins, monographs, e-books, media 
columns, social media contents, advisories, etc. brought out by ICAR are for all 
stakeholders of agriculture sector. The knowledge banks are available in open 
access as well as in closed access models to the stakeholders in agriculture.

ICAR took steps to disseminate knowledge for benefitting the national as 
well as global agricultural world including the most valued stakeholder, the 
farmers.

Multimedia based multilingual ICT communication system – 
Kisan Sarathi: An interface solution with farmers was launched in July, 2021.

Popular ICAR Publications

Outreach through Social media

https://twitter.com/icarindia https://youtube.com/c/Indian 
CouncilofAgriculturalResearchOfficial

https://facebook.com/InAgrisearch https://www.instagram.com/ 
officialicarindia/
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Going Global

Hon’ble President of India dedicates Advanced Centre for Agricultural Research and Education (ACARE) established by 
ICAR-IARI to the people of Mayanmar.

ASEAN-India Agriculture Ministers meet at New Delhi BRICS Agriculture Ministers meet at New Delhi

Signing of a Memorandum of Understanding between ICAR and ILRI Work Plan signed between ICAR and CIMMYT

International 
Linkages

Developed functional linkages with CGIAR, SAARC, ASEAN, BRICS, IBSA, BIMSTEC and many 
other functional groups and countries to undertake research in frontier areas of agricultural 
science and to promote human resource development.
Facilitated establishment of Advanced Centre for Agricultural Research and Education in 
Myanmar; and Afghan National Agricultural Sciences and Technology University in Kandhar,  
Afghanistan.
Awards international fellowships to foreign and Indian students.
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ICAR Tableau – Kisan Gandhi

And the Journey Continues...

Kisan Gandhi – ICAR tableau showcased cow-based farming supported 
by Mahatma Gandhi, rolled on Rajpath on 26 January 2019.
This ICAR tableau won first prize.

Emerging Entrepreneurship

Promotion and motivation to agri-entrepreneurship by providing incubation facilities and awareness 
programmes. Agribusiness incubators: Enabled Agri-startups by providing necessary trainings and 

skills. Over 800 agri startups in India use ICAR technologies.
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Union Agriculture Minister and President, ICAR

Dr Rajendra Prasad 	 (2.9.1946–14.1.1948)
Shri Jairam Das Daulat Ram 	 (19.1.1948–13.5.1950)
Shri K M Munshi 	 (13.5.1950–13.5.1952)
Shri Rafi Ahmed Kidwai	 (13.5.1952–24.10.1954) 
Shri Ajit Prasad Jain 	 (25.11.1954–24.8.1959)
Shri S K Patil 	 (24.8.1959–1.9.1963) 
Sardar Swarna Singh 	 (1.9.1963–9.6.1964)
Shri C Subramaniam 	 (9.6.1964–13.3.1967) 
Shri Jagjivan Ram 	 (13.3.1967–27.6.1970) (10.10.1974–2.2.1977)
Shri Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed 	 (27.6.1970–3.7.1974) 
Shri Prakash Singh Badal 	 (27.3.1977–17.6.1977)
Shri Surjit Singh Barnala 	 (18.6.1977–28.7.1979)
Shri Brahm Prakash 	 (30.7.1979–14.1.1980)
Shri Rao Birendra Singh 	 (14.1.1980–31.10.1984)
Shri Buta Singh 	 (31.12.1984–12.5.1986)
Shri GS Dhillon 	 (12.5.1986–13.2.1988) 
Shri Bhajan Lal 	 (14.2.1988–2.12.1989)
Choudhary Devi Lal 	 (2.12.1989–1.8.1990) (10.11.1990–21.11.1990) 

(21.11.1990–21.6.1991)
Dr Balram Jakhar 	 (21.6.1991–17.1.1996) 
Dr Jagannath Mishra 	 (7.2.1996–16.5.1996)
Shri Suraj Bhan 	 (16.5.1996–1.6.1996)
Shri Chaturanan Mishra 	 (29.6.1996–19.3.1998)
Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee 	 (19.03.1998–22.11.1999)
Shri Nitish Kumar 	 (22.11.1999–3.3.2000) (27.5.2000–22.7.2001)
Shri S L Patwa 	 (6.3.2000–25.5.2000)
Shri Ajit Singh 	 (22.7.2001–24.5.2003)
Shri Rajnath Singh 	 (24.5.2003–21.5.2004)
Shri Sharad Pawar 	 (22.5 2004–26.5.2014)
Shri Radha Mohan Singh 	 (28.5.2014–30.5.2019) 
Shri Narendra Singh Tomar 	 (30.5.2019–Till Date)

Senior Vice President

Shri Parshottam Rupala 	 (7.7.2021–Till Date)

Vice President

Shri Kailash Choudhary 	 (30.5.2019–Till Date)

Directors General of ICAR

Dr B P Pal 	 (1965–1972)

Dr M S Swaminathan 	 (1972–1979)

Dr O P Gautam 	 (1979–1985)

Dr N S Randhawa 	 (1985–1990)

Dr V L Chopra 	 (1992–1994)

Dr R S Paroda 	 (1994–2001)

Dr Panjab Singh 	 (2001–2002)

Dr Mangala Rai 	 (2003–2009)

Dr S Ayyappan 	 (2010–2016)

Dr T Mohapatra 	 (2016–...)
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