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ENDORSEMENT

Department of Social Justice and Empowerment under Ministry of Social

Justice and Empowerment, Govt. of lndia has issued an O. M regarding Need to avoid

the nomenclature "Dalit" for the members belonging to Scheduled Castes.. The said

O.M. No.1201710212018-SCD (R.L.Cell) dated 15.03.2018 has been uploaded on the

ICAR website www.icar.org.in and e-office for information & compliance.
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No. 12017/0212018-SCD (R.L. Cell)
Government of India

Ministry of Social Jusiice and Empowerment
Department of Social Justice and Empowerment

Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
New Delhi, dated: 15 .03.2018

To,

The Chief Secretaries to all the State Governments/Union Territory Administrations.

Subiect: Need to avoid the nomenclature "Dalit" ior tire mettbers belonging to Scheduled Castes.

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) letter No. BC 12025144180-

SC&BCD.I/IV, dated 10.02.1982, addressed to all the State Governments AJnion Tenitory
Administrations in which a request was made to issue instructions to the authorities empowered to

issue the Scheduled Castes certificates, not to insert the word 'Hqluq in the Scheduled Caste

certificates, but to mention only the caste to which the persffi-GiGgs and which has been

recognised as Scheduled Caste under the Presidential Orders. Subsequently, the Ministry of Welfare

(now Social Justice and Empowerment), vide, letter No. 120251L4190-SCD (R.L.Cell), dated

16.08.1990, again requested the State Governments/ UT Administrations that for all official
transactions, matters, dealings, certificates etc., the Constitutional term,' Scheduled Caste' in English

and its appropriate translation in other national languages should alone be used for denoting the

pelsoiis beiotgiiig ti; Liie Sciredulecl Casies. Tiieieafier, in coinpliance -wiili iecorrimendaticl of the

Department Related Parliamentary Standing Committee the aforesaid instructions were again re-

iterated vide this Ministry's letter No. 1702016412010-SCD (R.L.Cell) dated22.11.2012.

2. The Hon'ble High Court of Madhya Pradesh, Gwalior Bench in its order dated 15.01.2018

passed in W.P. No. 20420 of 2017 (PIL)-Dr. Mohanlal Mahor Vs.Union of India & Ors. has

directed as under:-

".....that the Central Government/ State Govetnment and its functionaries would refrain

from using the nomenciature 'Dalit' for the members belonging to Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes as the same does not find mentioned in the Constitution of India or any

statute."

3. All the State Governments AJ.T. Administrations are requested that for all official transacticns,

matters, dealings, certificates etc., tlie Constitutionai term, 'Scheciuled Caste' in English, and its

appropriate translation in other national languages should alone be used for denoting the persons

Uiionging to the Scheduled Castes notified in the Presidential Orders issued under Article 341 of the

Constitution of India. 
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No, 12017/02/2018-SCD (R.L. Cell), New Delhi, dated: 15 .03.2018

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to:

l) All Central Ministries/Departments of Government of India.
2) The Secretary, Union Public Service Commission, Dholpur House, New Delhi-l10069.
3) The Chairperson, Staff Selection Commission, Block No.-12, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road,

New Delhi.
4) The Comptroller & Auditor General of India, Pocket-9, Deen Dayal Upadhyay Marg,

New Delhi-110124.
5) Election Commission of InCia, Nirvachan Sadan, ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001.
6) The Joint Secretary, National Commission for Scheduled Castes, Lok Nayak Bhawan, Khan

Market, New Delhi - 110003.
7) All Bureau Heads/ Divisional Heads/ Desks/ Sections of Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowerment.
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Director (SCD)


