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INDIAN COI'NCIL OF AGBICIITURAL RESEARCH
KRISHI BHAWAN: NEW DELHI

F. No. GAC-2r-6/202r-CDN p"b4: 31+[{arch, 202t

ENDOBSEMENT

Ministry of Home Affairs, Govt. of Infia , North Block ,New Delhi has
issued Order. No. 40-3/2020-DM-I(A dated 28.3.2021 regarding CO\ID-
19 MHA Guidelines upto 30.04.2021. The above mentioned Order issued
by Ministry of Home Affairs is being uploaded on the ICAR website
www.icar.org.in and e-office for information and necessary action.

(Jitender Kumar Meena)
Under Secretary(GAC)

Distribution :-

l. Directors/ Project Directors of all ICAR Institutes, National Research
Centres/Project Coordinators/Coordinated Research Projects iATARls /
Bureaux for information and compliance.
2. AII Officers/Sections at ICAR Krishi Bhawan/KAB - I & II/NASC
3. Secretary (SS), CJSC, CSWCRTI, Dehradun.
4. Se*etary (SS), HJSC, ICAR.
5. ST.PPS to DG, ICAR/ PPS FA OAREy ppS to Secretary, ICAR
6. Media Unit for placing on the ICAR website.
7. Guard file/Spare copies



? '1;^r 
,*&'!Wrno2o-DM-r(A)

' 1 Q9'^ 
"# 

Government of India'

"orr, 
'"'ffi\t/- Ministry of Home Affairs

Ba\s''" 
- 

North Block, New Delhi-l 10001

Dated 23'd March,z}zl
; ORDER

Whereas, an Order of even number dated 27.0I.2021 was issued for
containrnent of COVID-I9 in the country, for a period upto 28.02.2021, which
was furtHer extended for a period upto 3 t.03.2021 vide an Order of even number
dated 26.02.2021;

ffiereas, in exercise of the powers under section 6(2Xi) of the Disaster
Managqgrent Act, 2005, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has
directed''the undersigned to issue an order with guidelines for containment of
COVID.l9 in the cointry; 

a

l

Nofu/ therefore, in exercise of the powers, conferred under Section 10(2Xl)
of the Disaster Management Act 2005, the undersigned hereby directs that
guidelirp;-.for effective control of COVID-19, as annexed, will be in force upto
30.04.2b21.

,

''.j.-i , +
t f +l:'ii

and, Chairman, National Executive Committee (NEC)

To: 1-'

;
1. The Secretaries of Ministries/ Departments of Government of India

2. The Chief S ecretaries/Administrators of States/Union Territories
.t

(As p& iist attached)

Copy toi, , *, fl.' l-

i. AII Meinbers of the National Executive Comrnittee.;
ii. Member Secretary, National Disaster Management Authority
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. Guidelines for effective contror of covrD-rg
tAs peI Ministry of lrom_e Affairs.MHA) order No. 40-3l2020-DM-r (A)*' dated 23'd March, 20}ll

The coordinated effort of Central and StateAJT agencies has resulted in a
sustainqd.decline in the number of active covlD-16 ,ur., il il;-;;;r-,r),
"g1tinu9Ptly 

fo1 about 5 months. A fresh surge in COVID- 19 cases, in some p;;
ofjhe t9*try, however, is a cause of concern. At this junctu*; the substantial
gains achieved against the spread of COVID-19 need to 6e consolidated, and the
chain o$ transmission of ihe pandemic effectively broken, ;ith a view to

^- 
y^1l!4he.last guidelines issued by Minisrry of Home Affairs (MELA.) on

27.1.2021,-all economic and other activities have been opened up in a phased

TTl..,rrith the stipulation that the prescribed Standard bperating procedures
(SOPs) b-e scrupulously followed. In order to ensure thai the resumption of
activitiesris successful, it is imperative to strictly enforce the Test- Track-Treat
protocol ln all parts of the country; ensure that COVID appropriate behaviour is
scrupulously otserved by .u.ryor.; 

"ro, 
,r* ,*"G;;;H;.hr;i;;^f;h;

larges{.}Pjf$. world - is scaled up rapidly, to .ou**ll tTre target groups.

The-following guidelines are issued to be effective from I't April, 2021.

Effective enforcement of the Test-Track-Treat protocol
Test r

t
1. With sustained effort, the capacity of total daily tests that can be conducted

agj;gses the country has gone up substantially. There is need to ensure that
tt€tests being conducted are unifonnly distributed across all districts, with
u&q,ut. testlng i" il-a"r" il;il.i.;;p#;;;;;t., of cases.
Thb proportion of RT-PCR tests in the total mix should be scaled up, on
best effort basis, +.c 70Yo or more. States and UTs, where the proportiln of
ndpcn tests is less, shoulJr"*o,v;;;; ilG;"r"*n ihil;;;;;;
to reach the prescribed level. L '

Track "-;,.*( .i :,.'-.

2. Thb'new positive cases detected as a result of intensive testing neecl to be
isolated/ quarantined at the earliest; and, their contacts have tJbe traced at
the earliest, and similarly isolated/ quarantined. Containment Zones,
acclrdingly, have to be demarcated, and prescribed containment measures
implemented within such Zones.

3. PF-PJit. demarcation of Containm ent Zones, in vulnerable and high
iritjdtince areas, is key to breaking the chain oftransmission and controlling
thispread of the virus. Containment Zones shall be carefully demarcatel
by the diskict authorities, at the micro level, taking into consideration the
gui{elines prescribed by the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,

,,?tt:-.';ri...-- D-r",--*Y""
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(MoHFW) in this regard. The list of Containment Zones will be notified
on the websites by the respective District Collectors and by the States/ UTs.
This list will also be shared with MoHFW on a regular basis.

f

4. Wittrin the demarcated Containment Zones, bontainment measures, as
prgsgribed by MoHFW, shall be scrupulously followed, as under:

' :i.''' Only essential activities shatl be allowed in the Containment Zones.

ii. There shall be strict perimeter control to ensure that there is no
movement of people in or out of these zones, except for medical

r emergencies and for maintaining supply of essential goods and' services.

There shall be intensive house-to-house surveillance by surveillance
teams formed for the purpose.

Testing shall be carried out as per prescribed protocol.

Listing of contacts shall be carried out in respect of all persons found
positive, along with their tracking, identification, quarantine and
follow up of contacts for 14 days (80% of contacts to be traced in72
hours).

Surveillance for ILII SARI cases shall be carried out in health
facilities or outreach mobile units or through fever clinics in buffer
zones.

It shall be the responsibility of local districtr police and municipal
authorities to ensure that the prescribed Containment measures
are strictly followed. State/ UT Governments shall ensure

' accountability of the officers concerned in this regard.

"*i '*r .{'r'-; '

Yl.
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a

Treat

5.

6.

7.

Quick isolation of COVID-l9 patients shall be ensured in treatment
facllities/ home (subject to fulfilling the home isolation guidelines).

Clinical interventions, as prescribed, shall be administered. Capacity
b{lding of health workers and professionals shall be an ongoing exercise,
td66'ionducted at all levels, with a view to ensure that the prescribed
cliirical management protocol is understood clearly and administered
accordingly.

Ths concerned agencies - ofthe Central and State/ UT Governments - shall

"rr.Lr. 
adequate- availability of COVID dedicated Jrealth and logistics

(including ambulatory) infrastructure, based on their assessment of the case

tflbirtorY.

8. Effective infection
treatment facilities

I
,

prevention and control practices shall be followed in
and by health care workers and professionals.

'.1
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COVD appropriate behayior
' g. State/ UT Governments shall take all necssary measures to promote

COVID-19 appropriate behaviour. Strict enforcement of wearing of face
masks, hand hygiene and social distancing must be ensured.

10. ,S/gar.tng of face masks is an essential preventive measure. In order to
eirforce this core requirement, States and UTs may consider administrative
aciions, including imposition of appropriate fines, on persons not wearing
face masks in public and work spaces.

11. O$servance of social distancing in crowded places, especially in markets,
wpekly bazaars and public transport, is also critical for containing the
sprq4d of the infection. SOP issued by Ministry of Health and Family
tif,blfare (MoFIFW) to regulate crowds in market places, shall be strictly
effirced by States and UTs.

12. SOPs for regulating travel in aircrafts, trains and metro rails are already in
p14pe, which shall be strictly enforced. States and UTs shall issue necessary
guldehnes for regulating travel in other modes of public transport, e.g.,

buses, boats etc., and ensure that these are strictly complied with.
,.:,}

13. iIfie'National Directives for COVID-19 Management, as specified in
Annexure I, shall be strictly followed throughout the country.

:

Strict adherence to the prescribed SOPs

14. Al[ activities have been permitted outside Containment Zones and SOPs

haie been prescribed for various activities. These include: movement by
pas$enger trains; air travel; metro trains; schools; higher educational
.r-ir$-.
irslitutions; hotels and restaurants; tirqppilg malls, mlflip-lexqs and

erfrcrtainment parks; yoga centres and gymnasiums; exhibitions,
assemblies and congregations, etc.

15. Thg SOPs, as updated from time to time, shall be strictly enforced by the
autfiorities concerned, who shall be responsible for their strict observance.

Vaccination
"-i" *

16. GbVernment of India has launched the world's largest vaccination drive

agiinst COVID-l9. The National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration
for COVID-l9 (NEGVAC) provides guidance on prioritization of
population groups, procurement & inventory management, and vaccine

seldction delivery and tracking. The recommendations of NEGVAC are

considered and. fi nalued by the Central Government.

17. ffi[$.the vaccination drive is proceeding smoothly, the pace is uneven

uilosr different States and UTs; and, the slow pace of vaccination in some

Stfies/ UTs is amatter of concern. Vaccination against COVID-19, in the

present scenario, is critical to break the chain of transmission. Therefore,

itt.gtut"l U-f Governments should rapidly step up the pace of vaccination,

..:,,A
,' f t, :,-'.t
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as recommended by NEGVAC and approved, bi the Central Governm.nt, rrg.rtly and in an expeditious manner.

Local restrictions
T

18. Stites and UTs, based on their assessment of the situation, may impose
local restrictions at districtl sub-district and city/ ward level, with a view to

,cpgtAln the spread of COVID-19., i -, t

19. There shalt be no restriction on inter-State and intra-State movement of
persons and goods including those for cross land-border trade under
Tieaties with neiehbouring countries. No separate permission/ approvall e-

i:-
peftnit will be required for such movements.

Protection of vulnerable persons

20. ,P,€is'6ns above 65 years of age, persons with co-mcrbidities, pregnant
t I .t r I lwpmen, and children below the age of 10 years are advised to take

necessary precautrons.

Use of ,4grogya Setu
I

21. Ude of Aarogya Setu may continue on
- mobile phones. This witl facilitate timely

{$tddjndividuals who are at risk.
el

Strict enforcement of the guidelines

22. All the District Magistrates shall strictly enforce the above measures. For
thel enforcement of social distancing, State/ UT Goveiraments ffiey, as far
as'possible, use the provisions of Section 144 of the Criminal Procedure
Codq (CrPC) of 197i.

best effort basis on compatible
provision of medical attention to

:i?ri
zs. AftFperson violating these measures will be liable io be proceeded against

as?er the provisions of Section 51 to 60 of the Disaster Management Act,
under Sectionl88 of the IPC, and other legal
Extracts of these penal provisions are at

r

Union Home Secretary

and, Chairman, National Executiye Committee

2045, besides legal action
provisions as applicable.
A4[exure II.
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2.

; Annexure I
NATIONAL DIRECTIVES F'OR COVID-Ig MANAGEMENT

Fape coverings: Wearing of face cover is compulsory in public places; in
wdrkplaces; and during transport.

So,gpl distancing: Individuals must maintain a minimum distance of 6 feet
,(2 gaz ki doori) in public places.

Shops will ensure physical distancing among customers.

Spitting in public places will be punishable with fine, as may be prescribed
bylthe State/ UT local authority in accordance with its laws, rules or
regulations.

Additional directives for Work Places
. ..{ ';;:*
UF.k from home (WfH): As far as possible the practice of WfH should
be,followed.

Staggering of work/ business hours will be followed in offices, work
plales, shops, markets and industrial & commercial establishments.

Screening & hygiene: Provision for thermal scanning, hand wash or
pgi!.p.t will be made at all entry points and of hand wash or sanitizer at
exrt pomts and comlnon areas.

Fr0quent sanitization of entire workplace, common facilities and all
points which come into human contact e.g. door handles etc., will be
en$rred, including between shifts.

8. Social distanciilg: All persons in charge of work places will ensure
adsiiuate distance between workers and other staff.t '+ ''i*.., *?t)t

r.o{

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

'. l re.fi .'
{ .,* 
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Offences and Penalties

Annexure II
for Violation of Lockdown Measures

cause -
, ,{h);. obstructs any officer or employee of the Central Government or the
1,! Sta-te Government, or a person authorised by the National Authority

, .i ', or State Authority or District Authority in the discharge of his
' functions under this Act; or

6) refuses to comply with any direction given by or on behalf of the
Central Government or the State Government or the National

*., ,. Executive Committee or the State Executive Committee or the
i ;$ 'i''::' District Authority under this Act,

. ';
slmll on conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may
extend to one yeaf, or with fine, or with both, and if such obstruction or
re$sal to comply with directions results in loss of lives or imminent danger

th&eoi shall on conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term
*tilt may extend to two years.

,'fii..l.s2. Punishment for false claim.-Whoever knowingly makes a

claim which he knows or has reason to believe to be false for obtaining any

;.ir.f, uttirtunC ,",puu, reconstruction or other benefits .onr.qu.it tl
disaster from any officer of the Central Government, the State Government,
t[qNational Authority, the State Authority or the District Authority, shall,
on'conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may

extend to two years, and also with fine.
,..{'*'j'Sl. Punishment for misappropriation of money or materials,
ete.-Whoever, being entrusted *ittl u"y money or marerials, or otherwise

being, in custody of or dominion over, any money or goods, meant for
providing relief in any threatening disaster situation or disaster,

mifrppropriates or appropriates for his own use or disposes of such money

or materials or any part thereof or wilfully compels any other person so to

dg,.qfall on conviction be punishable with imprisonment for a term which
m6}'extend to two years, ffid also with fine.
'), S[.Punishment for false warning.-Whoever makes or circulates

a false alarm or warning as to disaster or its severify or magnitude, leading
to p.anic, shalt on conviction, be punishable with imprisonment which may

ext8nd to one year or with fine.

,E 55. Offences by Departments of the Government.{1) Where an

q$*Ipe under this Act has been committed by any Department of the

d[?;;r-ent, the head of the Department shall be deemed to be guilty of
ttri"offence and shall be liable to be proceeded against and punished

aciordingly unless he proves that the offence was committed without his

..:,^
t .l ",'-

tt6

I



j''
knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission
of such offence.

(2)Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where an
offence under this Act has been committed by a Department of the
Government and it is proved that the offence has been committed with the
qopp.ent or corurivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on the part of,'r.4
'q1tf ilfficer, other than the head of the Department, such officer shall be
deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable to be proceeded
against and punished accordingty.

, 56. Failure of officer in duty or his connivance at the
cohtravention of the provisions of this Act.-Any officer, on whom any
duty has been imposed by or under this Act and who ceases or refuses to
p.e{fQfm or withdraws himself from the duties of his office shall, unless he
hfts'obtained the express written permission of his official superior or has

': i r

otfi.er lawful excuse for so dorng, be punishable with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to one year or with fine.

I 57. Penalty for contravention of any order regarding
re{uisitioning.-If any person contravenes any order made under section
65, h9 shall be punishable with imprisonment for a term which may extend
tgtrr$ year or with fine or with both.
t, 58. Offence by companies.-{1) Where an offence under this Act

haS been committed by a company or body corporate, every person who at
the time the offence was committed, was in charge o1, and was responsible
tiJ;lhe company, for the conduct of the business of tn. company, ai well as

thb company, shall be deemed to be guilty ofthe contravention and shall be

liEhlq to be proceeded against and punished accordingly:

'"$ "'''Proria.a that nothing in this sub-section shall render any such person

liable to any punishment provided in this Act, if he proves that the offence
was committed without his knowledge or that he exercised due diligence to
preyent the commission of such offbnce.

| (2) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), where an

offence under this Act has been committed by a company, and it is proved

thpt;Lhe offence was committed with the consent or connivance of or is
iitfibutable to any neglect on the part of any director, maflager, secretary or
ot6er officer of the **puny, such director, man ager, secretary or other
officer shall also, be deemed to be guilty of that offence and shall be liable
to b proceeded against and punished accordingly.

Explanation.-Forthe purpose of this section-
(a) "company" means anybody corporate and includes a firm or

other association of individuals; and

(b) "directot'', in relation to a firm, means a partner in the firm.

.-'a l6
r ..f r'"rt
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.a''
;' 59. Previous sanction for prosecution.-No prosecution for

offences punishable under sections 55 and 56 shall be instituted except with

the previous sanction of the Central Goverrunent or the State Govemment,
iis behalf, by general orasfthe case may be, or of any officer authorised in th

spgcial order, by such Government.

, j-;;i60. Cognizance of offences.-No court shall take cognizance of an

otf.o.. under this Act except on a complaint made by-
(a) the National Authority, the state Authority, the Central

Government, the State Government, the District Authority or

any other authority or officer authorised in this behalf by that

Authority or Government, as the case may be; or
t

. , (b) any person who has given notice of not less than thirty days in
, i",-..... +L^ *^--^- --^-^*:L^,{ ^f tlra allarror{ nffenne end his intentionintentionthe manner prescribed, of the alleged offence and his i

to make a complaimplaint to the Natie National AuthoritY, the StatefY, th

Authority, the Central Government, the State Government, the

District Authority or any other authority or officer authorised as

,
Penil Code,1860

, 'r'*:.:. 188. Disobedience to order duly promulgated by public servant'-
'fiho.u.r, 

knowing that, by an order promulgated by a public servant

taivnrUy .*po**rid to promulgate such order., he is directed to abstain

from a'certain act, or to take certain order with certain property in his

po*session or under his management, disobeys such direction, shall, if such

iiJoU.ai.nce causes or tends to cause obstruction, annoyance or injury, or

risk of obstruction, annoyance or injury, to any person |awfully employed,

bgbi+hished with simplelmprisonment for a term which may extend to one

A"E tf, or with fine wirich rnay extend to two hundred rupees, or with both;

*ia if such disobedience causes or trends to cause danger to human life,

health or safety, or causes or tends to- cause.a riot or affray,, shall be

pudished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may

;;f."d ;" six months, or with fine which may extend to one thousand

rupees, or with both.
, ,i'i.'i'tr*Ulanation.-.lt is not necessary that the offender-should intend to

''7 p.odrr.t harm, or contemplate his disobedience as-likely to"produce
,' harm. It is sufficient that he knows of the order which he disobeys,

and that his disobedience produces, or is likely to produce, harm'

I lilrrst ation

.',' . ;;;;.. is promulgated by a public servant lawfully empowered to

. loi/ioro-rlgate suth ord.., directing that areligious procession shall not
' i*,*= Ours do"wn a certain street. A knowingly disobgfs tle order,-and

in this section.

t

B.
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